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NOYO HARBOR    April 10th

Folks started showing up and 
headed up river for the launch and 
testing of Kate & Jeff’s newly 
finished kayak.  • • • Page 2

EIGHT BELLS    Dean Stevens 
1923 - 2010.  He was a wooden boat 
builder, sailor, carpenter and house 
builder, Mendocino character and 
friend to many.  • • • Page 4

BOAT BUILDERS CORNER 
Well, this certainly has been a 
productive spring in the boat 
shop.  Lots of projects completed 
and ongoing.  • • • Page 5

What a show!
On May 15 the Lost Coast TSCA held its                 
annual boat show on the Kelley House lawn                     
as part of  the Mendocino Coast Heritage Days Celebration

By Bill Jacobson      Photos by Gwen Jacobsen

There was a great turn out of members bringing seven-
teen boats of various sizes and shapes.  I believe this show is 
a great way to make the coast community aware of  the 
many skilled boat builders in our area as well as recognizing 
the value of our boat club.  • • • Page 3
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April 10th, Noyo Harbor Row

Folks started showing up on time or early, we were 

headed up river for the launch and testing of  Kate 

Hawthorne’s newly finished kayak, the Woodduck , built from 

a kit supplied by Chesapeake Light Craft.  It has been a busy 

spring for members Kate & Jeff  of  Liquid Fusion Kayaking.  

Go to their website for a slideshow.  Kate also recently par-

ticipated in a class and built a skin on frame boat….you go girl!

Well, we didn’t get there in time.  The 4H group showed 

up to launch the two Weekend Skiffs they built from kits 

provided by Lost Coast TSCA.  All of  the participants 

couldn’t make it, but the five who did certainly enjoyed them-

selves.  When the row was over, the 4H boats were the last to 

haul out.

New members Kathy and Doug Hounshell showed up 

to row Selby Drew’s Whitehall to see if  it is the boat for them 

and guess what, a perfect fit.  They took to the boat like they 

had built it themselves. Both said it’s a dream come true, but 

they were most impressed with our TSCA community and 

glad to be a part of  it.

Linda and I then started up river to Dolphin Isle for our 

lunch only to find that almost everyone else was finished and 

heading back down river.  Oh well, the kid’s enthusiasm was 

fuel enough to keep us going – but we had a good lunch on 

the deck anyway.

Dusty here, just messing about in boats!
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Kathy and Doug Hounshell

John Steller, Loren and Richard Stumph

John Stellar and fellow rower

The 4H group showed up to launch their two skiffs.



Bill Jacobson
Photos by Gwen Jacobsen 

There was a great turn out of  members bringing 

seventeen boats of  various sizes and shapes.  Our club 

president, Stan Halvorsen towing Pamela G, showed up 

early at the scene to insure things were organized and 

off  to a good start then disappeared into the fog for 

other commitments.

Dusty 

arrived 

with a 20ft 

Grand 

Banks, a 

Flatiron 

Skiff, and 

an 8ft punt 

he had just 

built.  Lee 

Caldwell 

made the 

trip from the bay area with Mona C, a Grand Banks Dory.  

Al Holston 

brought a 

Bill Krase 

built Nor-

wegian Fer-

ring and 

Wayne Behrns 

had a 10ft 

dinghy he  

   beautifully 

designed and built.  Selby Drew’s 15ft Whitehall and 

Jim Swallow’s 18ft pulling boat always draw big crowds.  

The Jacobsons brought down Sam and Debbie Eluf-

son’s pram along with their dory, Whitehall and a 1945 

Old Town Canoe they are restoring. 

We were pleased to have Richard Lowman set up a 

booth showing pictures of  many of  the boats he has 

built — displaying his Surf  Dory and 2 woodstrip 

kayaks.

     The crowds were consistently good throughout the 

day so we were able to embellish a few sea stories and 

answer many questions.  I believe this show is a great 

way to make the coast community aware of  the many 

skilled boat builders in our area as well as recognizing 

the value of  our boat club.
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What a show!

On May 15 the Lost Coast TSCA held its annual boat show on the Kelley House lawn 
as part of the Mendocino Coast Heritage Days Celebration



EIGHT BELLS
Dean Stevens 1923 - 2010
He was a wooden boat builder, sailor, carpenter and house builder , Mendocino character 

and friend to many.

Dean was born on the Snake River in Blackfoot Idaho –!the same town that Lyle Hess the 

well-known boat designer of  the Bristol Channel Cutters.

In 1941 Dean joined the marines and became a radio operator and Japanese code breaker. 

He also was injured in Guadalcanal during his duty.  After the war Dean and Mabel, his first 

wife, went back to Idaho and Dean apprenticed as a furniture maker. 

In 1953 the family moved to Alameda and Dean and was now working as a finish carpenter. While living in 

Alameda he became interested in boat building.  His first project 

was the Fair Dinky, an 18ft sloop.

His next boat was a 33 ft gaff  rigged ketch, the Charity.  The 

Charity was a one-and-one half  year project and when completed he 

and his family, including wife and four children, moved aboard.  The 

family spent the next ten years sailing up and down the west coast 

including Mexico and Hawaii. Dean supported is family by building 

boats for others along the way.  Stan Halvorsen had the opportunity 

to sail with Dean in San Francisco in the mid 1960’s after working 

with him on the Balclutha.  
     In 1971 Dean moved to Fort Bragg and started Abalobadiah, the boat 

building school north of  Cleone.  This is where he built the Felluca, 

Matilda D.  This boat was built for the San Francisco Maritime Museum.  

The Matilda D was named for the wife of  Harry Dring –!the current man-

ager of  the ship Balclutha.  Also at Abalobadiah he built the Samuel Hall.

     In 1990s Dean and Selby Drew, a former Chief  of  the Coast Guard 

station and the first harbor master for the new Noyo harbor, built two 

15ft Whitehalls constructed of  maghoney on oak frames.

     Dean also worked with Howard Makala in the early construction stage 

of  the Legacy, a 40ft Alden schooner.

     During his career he also built a 39ft Pinky Schooner, Reliance and 

framed up a 74ft schooner. 

     In addition to being a master craftsman, Dean was a master of  words.  

He has written a couple of  novels and short stories along the way.  A favorite 

of  his is Clark and Mr Dog.  The story is about a prospector and his Airedale 

dog.  Dean was always accompanied with his beloved dog, Pup.

Below. A 1935 excerpt from another one of  Dean Stevens short stories.

The risings and setting of the stars and the heavenly bodies take little heed to man’s small wanderings, 
and they are but instruments for men to mark the passing of time. 

Some  for this article was written by Debbie L. Homer, February 2005

Page 4                                                                                                                                                                         Lost Coast News

Selby Drew and Dean Stevens, 1999



Well, t his certainly has been a pr oductive spring in t he 

boat shop .  Varnishing the dog hole dory enlisted a 

crew (Sam and Debbie Elufson and Bill and Gwen Ja-

cobsen), led by Stan Halvorsen and she shined when 

they took her along the San Francisco waterfront.

PROJECTS
Cate Hawthorne and Jeff  Laxier completed a   

Woodduck kayak stitch and glue.  Kate also built a skin-

on-frame for a class in Alameda and is building another 

at their facility at Dolphin Isle.  Jeff  got the bug and is 

building one as well.  Go to their website 

www.liquidfusionkayak.com for lots of  pictures; expect 

a lot from these two!

Willie Ham pulled together a crew to build a Week-

end Skiff  that he financed, and it’s almost ready for 

paint and summer. I look forward to re-assembling the 

crew for the launch.  No new project has been chosen, 

but we, fortunately, have a list of  things we haven’t finished.  

We will 

have 

funding 

by the end 

of summer 

from the 

proceeds 

of the sale 

of the 

Pamela G to members Michael and Kay Heath.  (They 

joined several TSCA smembers and joined the World’s 

End Rowing Club so the beautiful craft will stay local). 

Will 

Beaumont 

gave me 

some yawl 

hulls left 

over from 

his boat 

shop in 

Long Beach.    

Brian Clark 

has adopted one and I noticed that my sprit rig will fit 

another.  So we still have one to set-up for rowing and 

Will decided to fit one out for himself.

Bob Treaster and Richard Lowman showed up with 

sticks and glue, now we’re putting the finishing touches 

on a Cosine 

Wherry.  

Richard has 

a couple of  

kayaks of  

fine detail 

in his shop; 

his daugh-

ter will be 

happy with 

her new boat.

Bill and Gwen Jacobson are restoring a 1940’s Old 

Town canoe.  You may have seen it at the Kelly House 

event. 

I managed to build a punt for a friend. Jim McDan-

nold organized a sanding party and now the William 

Krase is ready for a new gel coat (in Fighting Lady Yel-

low no less).  Let me know if  you have some time and 

I’ll help you find something to do with it. Share your 

projects with us; I can be reached at 964-2612.  We are, 

as always,  JUST MESSIN ABOUT IN BOATS!
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Boat Builders Corner
Spring 2010    By Dusty Dillion

Wood Duck, 
the stitch and 
glue kayak

Willie, Loren , Linda and Niko working on their project.

Richard and Dusty working on their project.



FYI 
Liquid Fusion Kayaking
is offering their 
Tracks to Kayaks tour

Take the Skunk train and kayak back to Dolphin 

Isle.  The Skunk Train departs at 10am from the Depot 
in Fort Bragg.  Participants enjoy a scenic trip into the 
redwoods with a lunch 
and turn around stop at 
Northspur.  Participants 
can pack a picnic lunch or 
purchase one at Northspur.

On the return trip, the 
train stops before its last 
crossing of the Noyo 
River.  Tracks to Kayaks      
participants are greeted there by their kayak guide (Cate 
or Jeff).  A quick paddle lesson is then followed by a 2.5 
mile leisurely paddle down the Noyo River to Dolphin 
Isle.! While paddling, learn about the wildlife and ecol-
ogy of the Noyo River watershed.  The 2.5 miles takes 
approximately 1.5 hours and is then followed by a shut-
tle ride back to the train depot.  This is a dry and mild 
kayak tour in tandem kayaks.  No experience is necessary.  
Children must be 8 years of age to participate.  Go to 
their website www.liquidfusionkayak.com.

FYI
Small Boat and Building Workshop — Dusty

Education is not “filling a bucket”, it is lighting a 
fire!  I was delighted when Friends of the Library called 
to say that the Small Boat and Building the Weekend 
Skiff books we provided were getting a lot of activity; 

and would Lost 
Coast TSCA pro-
vide an activity for 
their summer read-
ing and story time 
programs.
     Al Holston and 
I were well received 
by about fifty 
youngsters and 
their parents, as 
well as interested 
onlookers.  Several 
families expressed 
an interest in build-
ing a weekend skiff 
and the library 
would like to ex-
pand boat model 
activities.

     If  anyone has 
simple projects up 
your sleeve, please 
contact me and I 
will refer them to 
the program.  Also, 
a coloring book to 

be produced by the 
Lost Coast is in the 

works;  if you have a favorite photo with a kid and a 
boat please send it along.

Boat for sale   Lady Vixen
Health forces sale of  the lovingly restored 

mahogany Anacortes flat iron skiff; with trailer, oars 
and 2 PFDs.  Ask-
ing $850.  Invest in 
yourself and “don’t 
put nuthin off”.  
Call Dusty at 707/
964-2612 for more 
info, pictures, and 
look see.
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2010 Event Calendar
Aug 7th! Big River and Potluck at the Swallows,
  Mendocino Big River
Sept 17-19! Blue Lake Rendezvous,
  *see info below

Sept 25th! Lake Mendocino Row and Camp-out
Oct 23rd! Albion River October Fest
Nov 27th ! TSCA Annual meeting, clubhouse, 11AM
Dec 11th ! Lake Cleone
Dec 4th! Parade of  Lights, Fort Bragg
Date to come ! In the Water Lighted Boat Parade, 
  Noyo Harbor
* Blue Lake. If  you are interested in coming, please contact 
the Pine Acres Resort which is at the eastern end of the lake.  
They have RV, camping, cottages and motel accommodations.  
Tamara Ogram is the manager. Her phone number is 707-275-2811.  
There web site is www.bluelakespinesacres.com  If  you are 
going to Blue Lake you must get a mussel inspection 
permit.  The inspection permit is available at The Lodge at 
Blue Lake, 5135 W. Hwy 20, Upper Lake 707/275-8070. It is 
the one on the corner when you turn off  20 to Pine Acres.
The form is available by Googling: !Lake County CA/
Water Resources/Invasive Mussel Prevention Program/
Inspection Application.  The fee is $10.00 and applies to all 
boats except car toppers, inflatables and a few others. Rowing 
boats are not exempted.

All Aboard Adventures

All about safety PFD class

Cate and Jeff



Join  LOST COAST  TSCA

Lost Coast TSCA,  32100 North Harbor Dr.,  Fort Bragg, CA 95437
707/964-2612, Dusty or 707/964-8342, Stan or  http://www.tsca.net/LostCoast

I wish to:

!   Join    !   Renew

!   Change of Address

I/We desire the following annual membership:

!   Individual $25.        !   Family $25.

Family memberships qualify all members to! !
participate in Lost Coast TSCA events.

Don’t own a boat?  No problem..  Join and row with a 
member that does.  Join the fun.

Boat ownership not a requirement. If you own a boat,, 
what kind?_________________________________

Name ___________________________________

Address  _________________________________

City_____________________________________

State  _________________      Zip  ____________

Phone ______________      Email  _____________

Enclosed is my check for $ ____________

I am also a member of the____________(if any) 

Chapter of the TSCA

I hold the Lost Coast TSCA harmless_____________

Signature_________________________________

3rd Annual Noyo Fishing Derby 
August 14th,  10 AM


